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AN ACT in relation to egg-Ilaying hens.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the

Safe Egg and Laying Hen Protection Act.

Section 5. Definitions. As used in this Act:

"Departnment” means t he I11inois Depart ment of
Agricul ture.

" For ced nol ti ng pr ocedure" means t he del i berate
wi t hhol di ng of food or water froma laying hen in order to
induce a loss and regrowh of feathers for the purpose of
i ncreasi ng or extending egg production. The term does not
include wthholding food or water froma | ayi ng hen upon the
advice of a veterinarian for the purpose of treating disease
or otherwi se inproving the health of the |aying hen.

"Laying hen" neans a femal e chicken kept for the purpose

of commerci al egg production.

Section 10. Legislative findings; public policy.
(a) The General Assenbly finds that:

(1) The battery cages and forced nolting procedures
used by sone commercial egg producers are inherently
i nhumane. They result in unnecessary cruelty to |aying
hens and contribute to the production of wunsanitary and
di sease-cont ai ni ng eggs.

(2) Forced nmolting procedures are used to increase
and extend egg production. The nbst comon procedure is
to renmove all food (and in sone cases all water) fromthe
hens for 10 to 14 days; this disrupts their norma
hornmone cycles, causing them to nolt or Jlose their

f eat hers. Al t hough this process results in an extension
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of a hen's ability to lay eggs, it also produces stress

and i nmune system conprom se, which increases the

i kelihood and severity of bacteri al i nfection

(especially Salnonella enteritidis) and other disease in

both the hen and her eggs. Force-nolted hens are far

nore susceptible to infection than unnolted |aying hens.

Forced nmolting in close-confinenment battery cages makes

the spread of infection even nore severe and practically

i nevi tabl e.

(3) Contamnated eggs are a leading source of

Sal nonella enteritidis infection in people. In 1997,

over 300,000 human illnesses and between 115 and 229

deat hs occurred as a result of Salnonella enteritidis.

The wuse of forced nolting and cl ose-confinenent cages is

a major contributor to Salnonella enteritidis infection

in both poultry and eggs. Countries and facilities where

the use of forced nolting and cl ose-confi nenent cages has
been reduced have experienced dramatic reductions in

Sal nonella levels in both |laying hens and eggs.

(4) The USDA' s Food Safety and Inspection Service

IS encouraging egg producers to elimnate forced nolting

practices because of the risks to public health resulting

from Sal nonell a i nfection. Consuners Union has expressed
its opposition to forced nolting for public health
reasons, and many other countries and organizations

t hroughout the world oppose the use of forced nolting

procedures and close-confinenment cages on both public

heal th and humani tari an grounds.

(b) The General Assenbly declares that it is the public
policy of this State to encourage the production of eggs in a
manner that provides appropriate and humane treatnent of
| aying hens and results in the production of sanitary and

di sease-free eggs.
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Section 15. Forced nolting procedures prohibited.

(a) Beginning January 1, 2002, a person engaged in
commercial egg production in this State shall not subject a
I aying hen to any forced nolting procedure.

(b) Knowing violation of this Section is a Cass A
m sdeneanor.

(c) In addition to crimnal penalties, a person who
violates this Section my be subject to admnistrative
penalties inposed by the Departnment, which may include a
civil penalty of up to $100 for each | aying hen subjected to

a forced nolting procedure.

Section 25. Additional rules. The Departnent may adopt
any rules regulating the treatnment of laying hens that it
determnes to be necessary for the protection of |aying hens
fromcruel and inhumane treatnent by comrercial egg producers
inthis State. In adopting any such rules, the Departnent
shal | t ake into consi deration t he st andar ds and
recommendati ons of recogni zed authorities and the economcs

of the Illinois egg production industry.

Section 30. Powers of the Departnment. The Depart nent
has al | power s necessary or appropriate for t he
adm ni stration and enforcenent of this Act, including wthout
[imtation the power:

(1) to adopt rules (including enmergency rules) for
the adm ni stration and enforcenent of this Act,

(2) to inpose reasonable fees for the registration
of existing battery cages,

(3) to investigate any al | eged or suspect ed
violation of this Act,

(4) to ent er and inspect any comrercial egg
production facility in this State,

(5) to inpose civil penalties after giving notice
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and an opportunity for a hearing, and
(6) pursuant to a valid court order, to seize,
renove, or destroy any equipnent used in violation of

this Act.

Section 35. Conplaint; investigation; action.

(a) Any person may conplain to the Departnent about an
apparent or threatened violation of this Act or a rule
adopted under this Act. The Departnent shall investigate the
conplaint and shall report the result of its investigation to
t he conpl ai nant.

(b) If it determnes that a violation of this Act or a
rul e adopted under this Act is threatened or has occurred,
t he Departnent shall take appropriate adm nistrative or other
action to correct, restrain, or prevent the violation.

(c) The Departnent shall notify the appropriate State's
Attorney whenever it determ nes or suspects t hat a

significant violation of Section 15 or 20 has occurred.

Section 40. Enforcenent; injunction; nuisance.

(a) The Departnent nmay bring an action in the circuit
court of any county in which an actual or threatened
violation of this Act or of a rule adopted under this Act
occurs, for the purpose of:

(1) seeking an order restraining any continuing or
threatened violation of this Act or of a rule adopted
under this Act,

(2) seeking an order condeming as a public
nui sance and directing t he sei zure, renoval , or
destruction of any equipnment used in violation of this
Act or of a rule adopted under this Act, or

(3) collecting any civil penalties lawfully inposed
under this Act.

(b) Any other person may bring an action in the circuit
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court of any county in which an apparent or threatened
violation of this Act or a rule adopted wunder this Act
occurs, for the purpose of seeking an order restraining that
violation. 1In an action brought under this subsection, the
court nmay award reasonable attorney's fees and costs to the

prevailing party.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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